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for the wealthiest people in this coun-
try. They were all too happy to let the 
government shovel loans to the biggest 
banks and companies. But in the mid-
dle of the worst crisis of our lifetime, 
faced with the chance to give money 
directly to ordinary Americans, my 
colleagues claim we can’t afford it. 
That is just simply a lie. We are the 
richest country on Earth. 

I remember Bill Spriggs—an econo-
mist at Howard University—told the 
Banking and Housing Committee in 
September: We didn’t win World War II 
by worrying about whether or not we 
could afford it. We were in a global cri-
sis. We marshalled all our vast re-
sources and talents to rise to meet it. 
We grew the economy from the middle 
class out. We paid down the debt with 
rising wages. 

If we have learned anything from the 
crisis, it should be that we can do the 
same again. Americans are tired of 
being told we can’t. It is the only an-
swer that Senator MCCONNELL and Sen-
ate Republicans ever have for most 
people’s problems: We can’t help you. 
We can’t solve your problem. You are 
on your own. 

Let’s aim higher. Let’s deliver for the 
people we serve. Let’s put $2,000 into 
their pockets—money that will make 
such a difference for so many families. 
It will help a mother worried about 
how she will pay back rent. It will keep 
a laid off restaurant worker from turn-
ing to a payday lender. It will allow a 
father to buy a new computer so his 
kids are better able to learn online. 
These are millions of real people—peo-
ple we swore an oath to serve who 
would breathe a little easier this new 
year if we pass this. 

So let’s be clear about the decision 
today and this week before the Senate. 
Are we going to give the people we 
serve $2,000, or are you going to stand 
in the way? It is that simple. Let’s 
come together. Let’s pass this. Let’s 
make a real difference in people’s lives. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, this is 
what I have considered to be—and I 
have heard my friend from the Demo-
cratic side, the minority side, say the 
same thing, that this is the most sig-
nificant bill that we pass every year. 

It is the NDAA, the National Defense 
Authorization Act. This will be the 
60th year—is it the 60th or 61st year? 

Mr. REED. The 60th. 
Mr. INHOFE. OK. It is the 60th year 

that we have passed this, and it has 
passed every year. There were a few 

moments there where I thought maybe 
it wasn’t going to pass this year and we 
would set a record. Senator REED and I 
don’t want to set that kind of record. 
We want to make sure we get this 
done. 

The reason this is important is this 
is the blueprint. This tells us what we 
are going to be doing with our troops. 
I could make an argument that it is 
really—we are in the most dangerous 
situation, I think, that we have been in 
before. I have often talked about the 
good old days when we had the Cold 
War with two superpowers. We knew 
what the Soviet Union had; they knew 
what we had. Mutually assured de-
struction meant something at that 
time. 

But now it is different in a lot of re-
spects because you have rogue coun-
tries out there that have weapons and 
have abilities to wipe out nations. That 
is why it is so significant. 

So, anyway, we suffered through a 
little bit of a problem back during the 
Obama administration, during the last 
5 years, which would have been from 
2010 to 2015. In his budget, he down-
graded the military by 25 percent, and 
that is the same time, during that 
timeframe, that China increased theirs 
by 83 percent. 

So it is a scary world out there, and 
it is one that, to me, I have no doubt 
that this is the most important bill 
that we will pass all year because we 
have got our kids, and they are out 
there right now. They are in the 
trenches, and we have to support them. 
That is what it is all about. 

I do want to mention how many peo-
ple are involved in this thing. We are 
actually starting this right now. We 
are starting next year’s NDAA. So this 
started a year ago. The ones working 
on this—you have Liz King and John 
Bonsell heading up the minority and 
majority part of the committee, doing 
a great job and working every week-
end—almost every weekend—with a 
very large staff, all specialists in cer-
tain areas. And they have got the bill. 

So I am very proud of the bill that we 
have this year. I think that it passed, 
when it passed in the Senate, it was 84 
to—I think it was 84 to 14, I think it 
was. I think there were a couple of peo-
ple not here. But that is the largest— 
that doesn’t happen very often, to pass 
a bill with those margins, and we did. 

So this is a long tradition. We have 
got to support our troops. They are in 
there doing the right thing. It has been 
a joy, personally, for me to be working 
with Senator REED, and we have, to-
gether, kind of provided the leadership 
on this thing. We didn’t work as hard 
as the staff did. I admit that. But we 
were there, and I am very proud of this 
bill. 

So right now we have kids that are 
overseas, and they deserve the pay that 
was increased—that would be increased 
when this bill is passed. Right now, we 
have critical areas like pilots and engi-
neers, doctors, that are in short supply 
because of the fact that we have had, 

up until the pandemic, a good and 
probably, I would argue, the best econ-
omy we have had in my lifetime. 

Well, that is good news, of course, 
but it is bad news in one way because 
it is hard to keep the people in those 
critical fields—pilots, for example. 
They have an opportunity to get out 
and do things that are—there are jobs 
out there that are paying a lot more. 
So we have to have them on the flight 
hours if something happens. And they 
are out—there are a lot of jobs on the 
outside that are paying more. So we 
just have to make sure that we keep 
the resources in the right place to do 
the right job. 

So I think this is the—I know this 
procedural vote today is going to bring 
us, in the next couple of days, to pass 
the Defense authorization bill. 

It is all about the guys and gals in 
the field. We owe it to them. This is 
going to be the 60th year. I anticipate 
that this is going to pass with very 
large numbers. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Rhode Island. 
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NATIONAL DEFENSE 
AUTHORIZATION ACT 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I would 
like to rise and discuss the Fiscal Year 
2021 National Defense Authorization 
Act. 

First, I would like to salute the 
chairman. He has done an extraor-
dinary job. We have both served on the 
committee for many years, and this is 
probably the most challenging year we 
have had due to many different factors: 
the pandemic, the virtual hearings, all 
those things. 

And this has been particularly chal-
lenging, and the chairman, at every 
point, stood up to the challenge and led 
us. I want to thank him for that. It was 
a pleasure working with him. 

We all recognize that this legislation 
passed both Chambers, the House and 
the Senate, by overwhelming bipar-
tisan majorities. And it is very impor-
tant legislation. That is why it earned 
this bipartisan support. 

It enhances our national security. It 
strengthens our military readiness and 
defense capabilities. It protects our 
forces and their families and supports 
the defense industrial base. 

Despite all that it does for our troops 
and their families, President Trump 
waited until the 10th day after he re-
ceived it and vetoed it the last day he 
could exercise his veto. That was De-
cember 23, which made quite a Christ-
mas for our military personnel and for 
all of my colleagues who are here today 
to start the process of responding to 
that veto. 

The House already took the first 
step. They returned on Monday. Once 
again, by an overwhelming vote, over 
300 Members of the House overrode the 
President’s veto. Now we face the same 
task in the Senate. It is my hope we 
can quickly and resoundingly override 
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